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Yachtsman describes horror at ‘dead’,
rubbish strewn Pacific Ocean
Ivan MacFadyen says he was shocked by absence of sea life
during his 37,000km voyage between Australia and Japan

Oliver Milman
theguardian.com, Monday 21 October 2013 03.50 EDT

A fishing net on a boat in the Pacific Ocean loaded with tuna and bycatch. Photograph: Greenpeace,
Alex Hofford/AAP

An Australian sailor has described parts of the Pacific Ocean as “dead” because of severe
overfishing, with his vessel having to repeatedly swerve debris for thousands of
kilometres on a journey from Australia to Japan.

Ivan MacFadyen told of his horror at the severe lack of marine life and copious amounts
of rubbish witnessed on a yacht race between Melbourne and Osaka. He recently
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returned from the trip, which he previously completed 10 years ago.

“In 2003, I caught a fish every day,” he told Guardian Australia. “Ten years later to the
day, sailing almost exactly the same course, I caught nothing. It started to strike me the
closer we got to Japan that the ocean was dead.

“Normally when you are sailing a yacht, there are one or two pods of dolphins playing by
the boat, or sharks, or turtles or whales. There are usually birds feeding by the boat. But
there was none of that. I’ve been sailing for 35 years and it’s only when these things
aren’t there that you notice them.

MacFadyen said that the lack of ocean life started at the edge of the Great Barrier Reef,
describing Queensland waters as “barren” and “unquestionably overfished”.

“We saw a boat come towards us and we thought they might be pirates, but they had
bags and bags of fish,” he said. “We said ‘there’s only two of us, we can’t do anything
with all that’ and they said 'don’t worry, just throw it over the side'.

“There was around 100 large fish there. But it was valueless for them because they were
after tuna and nothing else. They just trawled the whole ocean and everything other
than tuna was bycatch.”

For the majority of the voyage to Japan, MacFadyen had to ensure that his yacht wasn’t
holed by clumps of rubbish he said were “as large as a house”.

“There were fenders from ships, balls of net and telegraph poles with barnacles on them
that were never going to sink,” he said. “There was nothing like that 10 years ago. I
couldn’t believe it.

“We wouldn’t motor the boat at night due to the fear of something wrapping around the
propeller. We’d only do that during the day with someone on lookout for garbage. When
you stood on the deck and looked down you’d see the rubbish shimmering in the depths
below, up to 20 metres under the water.

“We went onto the US and back again. We did 23,000 miles [37,000km] and I’d say
7,000 of those were in garbage. The boat is still damaged from it. We had to free the
rudder of rubbish one night, which was scary. We were terrified of something ripping a
hole in the boat.”

MacFadyen said that the trip had made him “very cranky” and has inspired him to
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encourage better monitoring of ocean rubbish to ensure governments’ anti-pollution
policies are working.

“Humans are such a blight on the planet that we will just trash an area because it is out
of sight most of the time,” he said. “It completely changed the way I look at things. I
used to chuck rubbish away without thinking twice but there’s no way I will do that
now.”

According to marine conservationists, overfishing is a global problem affecting nearly
90% of the world’s fisheries.

The problem has resulted on catch quotas being placed on many species of fish,
although the exact extent of overfishing in Australia is slightly unclear.

Government fisheries data shows only bluefin tuna and the school shark are
dangerously overfished in Australian waters. However, the Australian Marine
Conservation Society’s guide to sustainable seafood places 26 species – including
kingfish, snapper and tiger prawns – on a “red list” that should not be consumed due to
their fragile status.

Pamela Allen, marine campaigner at the Australian Marine Conservation Society, told
Guardian Australia that there have been improvements in Australian fisheries in recent
years but problems remain.

“The quota for bluefin tuna has just been increased by 10%, despite there being no
evidence to justify this,” she said. “There are also issues in state fisheries — Queensland
has no scientific observer system, for instance, and rely just on fishers’ logbooks for
what they catch in sensitive areas such as the Great Barrier Reef.

“Trawling the ocean results in a high level of bycatch because it’s hard to be exact with
what you’re catching when you’re dragging a gigantic net along the sea floor.

“People don’t realise that flake is shark and that sharks are threatened due to
overfishing. There is no single sustainable source of shark in fisheries. Consumers have
a choice every day to make a small difference.

“Fish is one of the last wild foods we eat, along with mushrooms, and we have to realise
that once it has gone, it is gone. Governments and fishers are making some changes but
they need to move more quickly or there won’t be any fish left.”

http://fish.gov.au/Pages/SAFS_Report.aspx
http://www.sustainableseafood.org.au/Sustainable-Seafood-Guide.asp?Keyword=&active_page_id=695&FirstLetter=&ClassificationID=1&ProvenanceID=&SearchButton=Search
http://www.marineconservation.org.au/


12/8/13, 8:26 PMYachtsman describes horror at ‘dead’, rubbish strewn Pacific Ocean | Environment | theguardian.com

Page 4 of 4http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/oct/21/yachtsman-describes-horror-at-dead-rubbish-strewn-pacific-ocean/print

;

What's this?More from the Guardian
Shark attack blamed for NSW surfer's injuries 05 Dec
2013

Man who beheaded flatmate with cleaver is jailed for life
04 Dec 2013

David Cameron's humiliation in Beijing may yet serve a
useful purpose 03 Dec 2013

Bright as a berry, red as last night's sunset 03 Dec 2013

Mixed reactions to waste management problems at
Sellafield 05 Dec 2013

What's this?More from around the
web
How Cruise Lines Fill All Those Unsold Cruise Cabins
(Lifestyle Journal)

Clint Eastwood’s Wife Files For Legal Separation After
Bizarre Wife Swap (RadarOnline.com)

Unknown Secret About Mount Rushmore (uLive)

12 Sexy Outdoor Showers (HGTV)

Stunning Photos of 1940s Pittsburgh: Life Before
Effective Air Pollution Laws (Take Part)

© 2013 Guardian News and Media Limited or its affiliated companies. All rights reserved.

Sign up for the Green light email
The most important environment stories each week
including data, opinion pieces and guides.

Sign up for the Green light email

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/oct/21/yachtsman-describes-horror-at-dead-rubbish-strewn-pacific-ocean/print#
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/dec/06/shark-blamed-for-nsw-surfers-injuries
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/dec/04/man-beheaded-flatmate-cleaver-jailed-karl-addo
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/dec/03/david-cameron-humiliation-beijing-china
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/dec/03/bright-berry-red-as-sunset
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/dec/05/waste-management-problems-sellafield
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/oct/21/yachtsman-describes-horror-at-dead-rubbish-strewn-pacific-ocean/print#
http://lifestylejournal.com/the-secret-to-booking-a-cruise-at-a-deep-discount/?aff=1233
http://radaronline.com/exclusives/2013/09/clint-eastwoods-wife-files-for-legal-separation/
http://www.ulive.com/video/mount-rushmores-secret
http://www.hgtv.com/outdoors/12-sexy-outdoor-showers/pictures/index.html
http://www.takepart.com/photos/amazing-photos-show-1940s-pittsburgh-blanketed-air-pollution
https://id.theguardian.com/email/subscribe?emailListId=38

